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SECTION 1: WHAT IS THE GREATER MANCHESTER GREEN SPACES FUND?

In Greater Manchester, events over the last few years have exacerbated longstanding inequalities, as
well as highlighting new ones. They have brought into sharp focus the inequalities in the availability
of and public’s access to good quality green spaces across the city-region. The health and wellbeing
benefits that we all get from our natural environment are not shared equally amongst the population,
particularly in urban areas.

We need to address these inequalities and ensure that all Greater Manchester’s citizens have a chance
to benefit from green space. Creating and connecting people with nature will also support new local
jobs and benefit health and wellbeing. All of us must think about how we adapt to climate change and
support local nature recovery in a way that is inclusive and fair to all.

People from all walks of life value access to nature, but not everyone is able to benefit to the same extent.
People in Greater Manchester’s areas experiencing the most inequalities tend to receive a far worse

provision of parks and green spaces than their neighbours. Yet we know that the higher the quantity and
environmental quality of green spaces found in neighbourhoods, the healthier residents tend to be.

In Greater Manchester, we want to tackle inequalities in public access to green spaces across the city-
region and deliver local nature recovery, as set out in the Greater Manchester 5-year Environment
Plan. The Greater Manchester Green Spaces Fund is helping Greater Manchester to become greener,
fairer and more prosperous, by giving small grants to communities in greatest need to create or
enhance green space.

The fund is focused on three principles:

e To benefit communities in greatest need of quality green and/or blue (water based) spaces
e To tackle our biodiversity emergency
e To encourage and empower communities to get involved with nature

Grants will be available for communities experiencing inequalities who want to create new green
and/or blue spaces or improve existing ones in their area. These might be unused areas that people
want to open up for wider public access, a community garden, greening a street, or creating a small
park or parklet. We are particularly interested in hearing from communities in greatest need, to ensure
the fund is used to empower those facing inequalities.

This guidance sets out the types of grants available through the Greater Manchester Green Spaces
Fund, what type of organisations are eligible to apply, and the criteria we will use to prioritise
applications. It also outlines the essential information you will need to provide in order to apply to the
Greater Manchester Green Spaces Fund. You should read through this document carefully before

applying.


https://www.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/what-we-do/environment/five-year-environment-plan/
https://www.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/what-we-do/environment/five-year-environment-plan/
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SECTION TWO: KEY INFORMATION

What can be funded?

The fund will be used to support projects which will increase the amount and/or quality of green
spaces, as well as projects that increase water spaces, e.g. pond creation, by either creating new green
spaces or improving spaces by making physical enhancements to create more and better spaces for
nature.

We will prioritise projects which will benefit communities experiencing inequalities (for
example those experiencing social or economic disadvantage) and lack public access to
green space (for example in areas without a public park nearby or lacking greenery).

Applications can be made online here .
The fund has two types of grants available:

- Small grants between £2,000 to £15,000
- Large grants between £15,001 to £40,000

These grants will support a wide range of projects on publicly accessible spaces, making physical
improvements to the space by creating new green spaces on brownfield land or unused land or paved
public space or streets, or improving existing green spaces for people and nature. Projects must be
fully costed and can apply only for the specific amount needed for the work.

PLEASE NOTE: Projects must be delivered within a 12-month period.
Examples of the type of projects the Green Spaces Fund could support include:

- Enhancing or creating publicly accessible green spaces for people and wildlife and engaging
communities with these new spaces.

- Permanently greening streets or turning unused viable land into green community spaces.
- Creating new permanent parklets or pocket parks and engaging people with these new spaces.

- Cleaning up and restoring green spaces, streams, rivers, canals or ponds (blue spaces) with
local communities.

o The development of green corridors linking parks, community gardens or other green spaces.
e Projects that significantly improve the biodiversity of the area and engaging communities with
these new spaces.

This is by no means an exhaustive list and we are keen to hear project proposals that meet the aims
of the Green Spaces Fund.

PLEASE NOTE: We require a commitment to maintaining the project, as delivered, for a minimum of
3 years following completion of the project.



https://greatermanchesterenvironmentfund.flexigrant.com/

GREATER Creater
MANCHESTER Manchester

DOING THINGS DIFFERENTLY FOR THE ENVIRONMENT ENVIRONMENT TRUST

Essential screening criteria
Projects must focus on the creation and/or enhancement of green or blue (water) space.
All applicants must be able to provide proof with their application that they have the landowner’s
permission for the project and the three years after project completion for maintenance access. A
template for this permission letter is available on the application portal. If the applicant is the landowner,
evidence of this must be provided on application.
Projects must be on land which is freely accessible to the public, not just to the group applying. We expect
projects to replicate the accessibility of public parks, which are commonly accessible to the public either at

all times or at least dawn to dusk. Confirmation must also be provided that the land will remain accessible

to the public after the project is completed. By this, we mean being able to enjoy green spaces more

easily, not the access routes or pathways to the actual space
If planning permission is required for your project, then this must be obtained and provided with the

application before applying to the fund.
Projects to be delivered within 12 months.
Only one application per organisation / group.

Who is the fund for?

Location

All applications to the fund must be for projects located in Greater Manchester and must be able to
provide information on the site where the fund will be spent.

We will prioritise project proposals in areas experiencing socio-economic disadvantages and lacking
quality green space. Please see sections on ‘how applications will be assessed’ for further details.

Organisations

Applications are open to:

e Community Groups, associated or unincorporated community associations
e Registered charities, including Charitable Incorporated Organisations (ClOs)
e Social Enterprises or Community Benefit Societies

e Community Interest Companies (CICs)

e Tenant and or Resident Associations or groups of residents

e Schools and academy trusts

PLEASE NOTE: Only one application per organisation can be submitted.
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Accountable bodies

If your group is less than three months old, you will need to appoint an accountable body. An
accountable body is an organisation that is responsible for receiving the grant funding and ensuring it
is spent in accordance with the conditions for which it was given. Types of groups who are eligible to
apply for the fund are also eligible to act as an accountable body. Private organisations may act as an
accountable body. Organisations, such as registered housing providers, local authorities or local parish
councils, can act as accountable bodies to support an application from a community group or
organisation.

By acting as an accountable body, these organisations will take on the legal responsibility for the
project and would be financially accountable for any grant that is distributed to their partner
organisation; the winning group.

Blooming Mosley Common in Wigan — (A Round 5 winning project).

Some examples of successfully awarded projects can be viewed here.
What items can be funded?

Costs should focus - in the main - on the creation or improvement of greenspace.

e Interpretation / signage costs: a maximum of 5% can be allocated to this.

e Pathways/ access routes / decking costs: a maximum of 10% can be allocated to this.

e Equipment hire or purchase fees related to the project activity.

e Volunteer or participant costs i.e. refreshments, purchase of personal protection equipment if
needed for the type of work.

e Labour costs directly related to works of green space creation or enhancement for the project.
For example, this is likely to cover the cost of landscapers or contractors to help with the


https://gmenvfund.org/projects/green-spaces-fund-projects
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construction of your project. Consider recruiting volunteers to help reduce costs and deliver
activities. This would also include the cost of trained specialists, e.g. engagement experts
delivering a session.

Project management or direct staff costs for the oversight project delivery, up to a maximum of
15% of the Green Spaces Fund grant, including design, engagement leaders, project
management, volunteer management.

Contribution to rent or hire of premises or towards utilities cost: a maximum of 10% can be
allocated to this.

Publication or engagement materials related to community engagement for your project.
Engagement sessions either delivered by trained staff in house or contracted facilitators.
Maintenance costs post-project, up to a maximum of 10% of the Green Spaces Fund grant. We
encourage groups to factor this into their budget at the point of application. We also encourage
the use of local suppliers. PLEASE NOTE: The remaining 10% of the award is paid once the
project is completed and therefore successful groups are required to cover this 10% cost
themselves during project delivery and claim back at the end.

Other direct costs related to the project (such as personal protective equipment and public
liability insurance)

We would strongly encourage project proposals to have arrangements in place for post-project
management via community adoption of any new or improved green spaces and volunteers long term.

What can’t be funded?

The grant cannot be used towards the following costs:

Land purchase.

Building purchase.

Costs associated with improving a building. However, match funding can be used for this type of
spending where this is part of an application.

Fences that are not nature based, e.g. Metal. Please note there is restriction of a 5% of grant
allowance for fences.

Play equipment. Where play equipment is proposed we are only able to fund sustainable natural
play areas, and this should form only a small proportion of the total funding requested.
Applications where equipment forms the majority of the funding requested will be turned down.
Projects that have already started or are a continuation of an existing project or programme of
work.

No more than 5% of the Green Spaces Fund on project contingency.

Core staff costs or other core business costs that are not project-specific, e.g. I.T equipment, phone
Costs that are already covered by other funding.

Costs that occurred prior to the grant award.

Activities or applications that promote religious beliefs.

Activities that may have a negative impact on the local environment. E.g. tarmacking of a green
area in the name of accessibility.
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e Recoverable VAT.

e Business as usual activities e.g. routine management.

e Costs for sport equipment.

e Costs for outdoor lighting that is not nature friendly. E.g. high intensity
e Biodiversity net gain (BNG) related costs are not eligible.

PLEASE NOTE: If grant funds are spent on items that are not listed on the project budget, the grant
may be withheld.

Match funding

Match funding refers to other funding you can receive from an additional source that will also be
spent on delivering the project and is an excellent way of getting support from multiple
organisations or funds. Applicants do not have to have any match funding, but it is an added bonus
when applying to the Green Spaces Fund as the Fund is seeking to draw in added value to all
applications wherever possible. Securing matched funds can:

e make projects more robust and more able to bring maximum benefits to
communities that need it most;

e help demonstrate how the project may continue beyond this funding and how it
may be sustained;

e help the project to secure funds for items that the GSF fund does not cover, for
example building improvements.

There is a greater expectation to secure match funding for larger bids and for these bids to consider
legacy planning. Please see our website for other funding opportunities:

https://gmet.org.uk/apply-funding/other-funding-opportunities

Who cannot apply?

Applications from the following will be deemed ineligible:

e Sole individuals.

e local authorities.

e Partners of the Green Spaces fund.

e Winners from Round 6.

e Hospitals Trusts that are not charities.

e Groups that consist of one family

e Sole traders

e Statutory bodies

e Profit-making organisations i.e. limited companies

e Political groups or activities promoting political views


https://gmet.org.uk/apply-funding/other-funding-opportunities
https://gmet.org.uk/apply-funding/other-funding-opportunities
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e Projects promoting a political or religious belief

e Applicants who were funded by the Green Spaces Fund (GSF) in Round 6.

e PLEASE NOTE: If you received funding from the GSF in Rounds 1 — 5, you are eligible to apply in
round 7 but only for a different project on a different site to the one that was awarded. It
must be in a different postcode and the original GSF project that was awarded must be
complete. By this we mean, all your final paperwork has been submitted and your final
payment released.

How do | apply for funding?

Applicants should use the guidance provided to prepare their application, which should then be
submitted via our online portal.

What support is available to help?

Email: GSFAdvisors@groudwork.org.uk

We have a small team of Green Spaces Fund Advisors in place, offering support to community groups
looking to apply to the Greater Manchester Green Spaces Fund. Their capacity is limited, and support
is allocated on a case-by-case basis, but they can assist with tasks including refining your initial project
idea, getting permission from landowners, considering how to best measure the difference you make,
and completing the application form and the actual project delivery when you receive the grant.

They may challenge you to think about realistic timescales, how best to involve people or how to get
the best value from your grant - it is all offered with the intention of making sure that your project is
the success that you want it to be and will be sustainable beyond the grant period.

To find out more please see the see the Green Spaces Fund website for further information

District Advisor Email Contact number
Manchester Kieron McGlasson kieron@sowthecity.org 07841382837
Bury Susan Whittle gsfadvisor@Ilancswt.org.uk 07542 028 240
Bolton Susan Whittle gsfadvisor@Ilancswt.org.uk 07542 028 240
Oldham Andrew Swarbrick andrewswarbrick@rhs.org.uk 0161 503 6100
Rochdale Lizzie Meade lizzie.meade@groundwork.org.uk 07483 384284
Salford Andrew Swarbrick andrewswarbrick@rhs.org.uk 0161 503 6100
Trafford Kieron McGlasson kieron@sowthecity.org 07841382837
Wigan Sam Phillips sam.phillips@groundwork.org.uk 01942 821444
Stockport Nina Jerome nina@cityoftrees.org.uk 07354904064
Tameside Nina Jerome nina@cityoftrees.org.uk 07354904064



https://greatermanchesterenvironmentfund.flexigrant.com/
mailto:GSFAdvisors@groudwork.org.uk
http://www.gmenvfund.org/green-spaces-fund
mailto:kieron@sowthecity.org
mailto:gsfadvisor@lancswt.org.uk
mailto:gsfadvisor@lancswt.org.uk
mailto:andrewswarbrick@rhs.org.uk
mailto:andrewswarbrick@rhs.org.uk
mailto:kieron@sowthecity.org
mailto:sam.phillips@groundwork.org.uk
mailto:nina@cityoftrees.org.uk
mailto:nina@cityoftrees.org.uk
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Love OId Trafford — Trafford (A Round 3 winning project).
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SECTION THREE: HOW TO COMPLETE THE APPLICATION FORM

Please read this section carefully before submitting your application, as it provides guidance to help
you complete the application form and the documents needed to apply to the fund.

We advise that you use this guidance and the downloadable application form to work on your
application offline, allowing you to save, edit and review your application before you are ready to
submit. Once you are ready, please copy and paste your answers into the application portal here. If
you wish, you can also save your application as you go on the FlexiGrant portal.

Alongside this you will also need to upload the essential following supporting documents:

e Arecent bank statement dated within the last three months, that contains a sort code and account
number, a named person/entity and an address.

e Group constitution/ governing document

e Landowner permission.

e Planning permission - if relevant

We advise you to have these available to hand before you look to complete our online form.

ESSENTIAL CRITERIA
This section of the application form asks about our essential screening criteria, set out on page 4.
Land ownership

To award funding, we need to ensure that you have permission from the landowner to carry out your
project. Please obtain this permission before applying for funding. Proof will be requested as part of
the application submission. PLEASE NOTE: We require a commitment to maintaining the project, as
delivered, for a minimum of 3 years following completion of the project.

Public accessibility

e The public’s access to green spaces is a key aspiration of the fund.

e Projects must be on land which is publicly accessible, not just to the group applying, members or
pupils. By publicly accessible, we mean that members of the wider community, not just group
members delivering the project, are able to visit and engage with the project. PLEASE NOTE: This
is not a reference to access routes and/or pathways/ decking.

e For the purpose of the Green Spaces Fund, we expect proposals to replicate the public access of

parks, and either be open to the public at all times or from dawn to dusk.

e For example, this means that if your project will be taking place at a school or academy, it needs
to be on land the public can access during and outside of school hours.

e Projects with no public access will not be funded.

e Confirmation must also be provided that the land will remain open to public access after the
project is completed.

11
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Planning permission

e [f planning permission is required for your project, then this must be obtained and provided with
your application. This will need to be uploaded as part of the application process via the portal.

ABOUT YOUR ORGANISATION OR GROUP

In the application form, we want to know some basic information about who is applying for funding,
including the name of your organisation and when was it set up.

Please provide contact details for a main and secondary contact for your organisation or group. You
can provide information about your organisation’s website and social media sites, if applicable. If
your organisation is a company or charity, please provide your registered number.

Accountable body

e If your group/ organisation is less than three months old, you need to have an accountable body
that can support your application and project. You can ask an organisation such as your Local
Authority, Local Parish Council or Registered Housing Provider or a private company. The
accountable body will need to be older than three months.

e [f an organisation has agreed to act as an accountable body for your project, you need to include
their details in the application form and submit their bank statement, not your own.

Organisation type
e Select the organisation type which best applies to your organisation or group.
What your organisation does

e Please detail the mission and purpose of your organisation or group. This will be the description
of your organisation used on our website and communication materials.

Your organisation's policies, procedures and insurance

To apply to the fund, we will also need to confirm that you have the following policies and insurance
in place. If you don’t have - at the time of applying to the fund, then these will either need to be put
in place before receipt of the grant or provided through your accountable body.

e Asafeguarding policy (adults and children — if applicable)
e A health and safety policy

e An Equality, Diversity and Inclusion (EDI) policy.

e A constitution / governing document

e Public liabilities insurance (cost can be included in budget)
e Employer’s insurance (if applicable)

e Avolunteer policy

e Arisk assessment

12
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e A photo consent policy/form for project participants. (Please note: Consents are required for
beyond the project delivery time as project images may be used in future promotional material
by the Greater Manchester Environment Trust.)

When you submit your application, you also need to provide:
A recent bank statement showing:

- that it’s dated within the last three months,

- that contains a sort code and account number,

- a named person/entity and an address of the organisation, group or accountable body that will be
receiving the grant for your project proposal.

Please note, this cannot be a personal bank account. If you are applying as a newly formed group, that
is less than three months old, without a named bank account, you will need to work with an
accountable body.

Managing risk and insurance

All organisations/groups should have public liability insurance and, if appropriate, personal
accident insurance that covers proposed physical activities and works. The National Council for
Voluntary Organisation (NCVO) recommends trusted suppliers. Community organisations may
also be eligible to join The Conservation Volunteers’ (TCV) Community Network. This offers a
range of benefits including discounted group insurance. Insurance costs can also be included as
an item in your project budget.

All activities have risks that need to be mitigated and managed. Outdoor or countryside activities
may have additional risks for participants such as involving the use of tools, proximity to open
water, extreme weather etc. Full risk assessments should be undertaken, and mitigation
measures put in place (e.g. training, supervision and first aid cover). Our Green Space Fund
Advisors can help you to undertake a risk assessment.

ABOUT YOUR PROJECT

In this section, we want to know some basic information about your project, a project summary and
location, the size of grant you are applying for and whether you have been supported by a Green
Spaces Fund advisor.

13
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We also want to learn about the reach of the Green Spaces Fund in this section and how your project
will align with the Live Well initiative in Greater Manchester.

https://www.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/what-we-do/live-well/

These questions are for our learning and to help us improve and do not receive a score.

&3 Live Well

everyday support in
every neighbourhood

together GREATER
weare  MANCHESTER

PLEASE NOTE: Projects must be based in Greater Manchester.

Project summary

e Provide a brief introduction to your project. This will be the description of your project used on
our website and communication materials.

Project location

e Provide a full address for your project location, a postcode and reference and a what.3.words for
your project site.

o When awarding funding we will prioritise project proposals in areas of social and economic
disadvantage. This will target the fund toward communities in greatest need, or on green space
directly adjacent to these communities. Please see section Appendix 2 for further details.

Your project activities

o Describe all the activities that are going to take place during your project and any physical changes
or benefits that you plan to achieve.

e Describe how you plan to maintain the project after the grant is used up.

e Include a proposed project start and end-date. Projects should start within 1 month of the initial
payment and run within 12 months.

What are you going to do and when?

e Detail the main physical changes that your project will deliver and any engagement session or
volunteer activity which will take place. For example, planting ten trees, adding a new habitat for
wildlife or events to attract new visitors to your green space.

e Think about when each of the activities you have described above and when they will take place?

14
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Who will be involved in your project and what will they do?

e Think about who will deliver your activities and greenspace improvements.

e Detail any staff, communities or volunteers who will be involved in the project and outline what
they will do.

e QOutline any skills these staff and volunteers have to deliver these activities.

e Here, we also ask about the engagement of diverse and seldom - heard groups in your project.
These questions are here to help us to understand the reach of the fund only. These questions do
not receive a score.

How will you maintain your project after the Green Spaces Fund?

e Think about how you have planned to ensure this project continues to do good work.

o  Will a community group help with continuing the project after the funding has finished?

e Up to 10% of your total project budget can be allocated for post-project maintenance and
management of a new or improved green space and we encourage factoring this into your budget
at the point of application.

PLEASE NOTE: Projects must be delivered within a 12-month period and be ready to
start by Jan / Feb 2027.
MEETING THE AIMS OF THE GREATER MANCHESTER GREEN SPACES FUND

In this section, (Section 4) we want to know how your project meets the three aims of the fund, to
benefit communities in greatest need who are lacking public access to quality green spaces.

Aim 1: Benefit communities in greatest need of quality green space

The Greater Manchester Green Spaces Fund should tackle inequalities by targeting green
improvements towards communities most in need and encouraging action by communities, where
there isn’t a lot of quality green space available.

What is the need for quality green space in your project area, how is this affecting communities,
and what will your project do to help reduce these issues?

Please describe any issues linked to the lack of green space faced by your community and how your
project will help address these.

Describe the local issues with access to green or blue space in your area? For
example, does your project area lack a public park or garden nearby or have a
small green space shared between a large number of people? What are the other

key challenges facing your community? For example, does your community face
issues around access to jobs or health care.

15
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Aim 2: Tackling our biodiversity emergency

The Greater Manchester Green Spaces Fund aims to increase the amount and functionality of green
spaces to benefit people and nature and help tackle the biodiversity and climate emergency.

What will your project do to enhance nature in a green space? How will the project consider
climate resilience?

Think about how your project will support the creation of new green space or
improve green space. How might this benefit nature, by creating food or space
for wildlife? How will the project consider climate resilience? ldeas about
improving local nature in your area can be found on the GMCA website here.

Aim 3: Encourage and empower communities to get involved with nature

The Greater Manchester Green Spaces Fund aims to encourage communities to get involved with
nature. Think about how the project has been developed and will be driven by the community. And
how people will be involved or engaged in the project?

Please describe how your project was developed within and by the community. For
example, describe how the community has developed the project and what role they have
taken in the project proposal. Also think about who the project is aimed at and how will they
be engaged? This could be those taking part in the project, a specific local group of
residents, or the general community. For example, will your project encourage new visitors

to access green space by adding a new feature or through events? Describe the specific
activities that will take place and whether there will be any training or volunteering
opportunities.

16
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EVALUATING THE IMPACT

In this section, we want to understand how you will monitor the benefits of your project.

What will you monitor?

After your project is completed, you will need to submit a post-project report, and we will monitor
the benefits to inform future grants.

This information is taken from the activities and impact question.

We are also capturing where rich wildlife could be a part of your project as part of the Local Nature
Recover Strategy. Please see page 31 of this document for what the funder, GMCA, has classified
as rich wildlife and ideas of how to introduce this.

GRANT REQUESTED

In this section, please provide a breakdown of the main costs of your project.

Please note the minimum ask is £2,000.

Think about what each element of your project will cost.

Please provide specific itemised cost not general amounts.

A list of items eligible for funding can be found on page 6 and 7.

Please indicate any additional funding that you have crowdfunded, secured or applied for
alongside the Green Spaces Fund. Please also list any support-in-kind for the project.

Where the grant has been used to support staff costs, we require a dated letter headed document
from the group/company, stating who was paid and how much, for this expenditure to be

sufficiently evidenced.

The project officially begins when the first payment is received.

The payment schedule will be provided when the grant is offered.

BANK DETAILS

Please provide a bank statement; this can be redacted to hide transactions, showing that it’s
dated within 3 months of the organisation, group or accountable body that will be receiving the
grant for your project proposal. Please note, this cannot be a personal bank account. If you are
applying as a newly formed group/ organisation that is less than three months old, you need to
have an accountable body that can support your application and project. You can ask an
organisation such as your Local Authority, Local Parish Council or Registered Housing Provider or
a private company. The accountable body will need to be older than three months.
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How applications will be assessed

Our priority is to fund projects which benefit communities experiencing inequalities and lacking
availability of - and public access to quality green space.

Before applying, please check whether your project is within or near to our priority areas. The round
is open to applicants from all areas, but we will be prioritising project proposals that will benefit
communities experiencing social or economic disadvantages, as indicated by the_index of multiple
deprivation. We hope this will help to target the fund toward communities in greatest need. We will
also take into account the evidence of need described in your application. To assess this for your area
please look at our maps in Appendix 3 or visit Mapping GM (more guidance on maps is available
Appendix 2) towards the end of this document.

Your application will also be assessed against all the criteria outlined on page 20.
Next steps

e Applicants will receive the outcome of their application in November /December 2026 (this date
may be subject to change.)

e Projects need to be ready to start within two months of being awarded.

e Delivery time begins the first payment is received. December '26 / January’27.

e Projects need to be completed within 12 months of the first payment being received.

e Projects will need to complete a final project report (a template will be provided) and provide
monitoring information as agreed to in the application form.

e Feedback will be provided to unsuccessful projects upon request.

More information

Have you got a question about the Green Spaces Fund that isn’t covered here? Visit the Green
Spaces Fund website for more support and guidance. Alternatively, get in touch with our Green
Spaces Fund Advisors, who can help you work through the application process:
GSFAdvisors@groundwork.org.uk.
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Northern Lily, Oldham (A round 2 winning project)
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Sub objective How it is demonstrated in the Score
application form.
Aim 1 (Section 4): Benefit communities in Benefit communities where there is Evidence of need and spatial 20
need of quality green space poor availability of and public access to assessment of available green space.
green spaces and benefit communities
experiencing inequalities. Evidence of need and spatial
assessment of the Index of Multiple 20
Deprivation.
Aim 2 (Section 4): Tackling our biodiversity Enhance biodiversity How the proposal will improve the site 15
and climate emergency for nature
Aim 3 (Section 4): Encourage and Connect communities with nature How the project has been developed 15
empower communities to get involved in and will be driven by the community
nature How people will be involved or engaged
in the project 15
Project delivery and Sustainability (Section | Encouraging deliverable and sustainable How the proposal demonstrates a
3, 5, 6): Encourage sustainable, projects feasik;le an?1 deliverablle ylorojefct plan. 15
. —_ . ow the proposal plans for
deliverable, and realistic projects continuation after the grant is used
Total 100
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Appendix 2. Understand our priority criteria
Communities experiencing inequalities

The aim of the fund is to benefit communities facing inequalities that lack availability of and public
access to green space.

There are many different types of inequalities experienced by citizens of Greater Manchester. For the
purpose of the Green Spaces Fund we have used a combined measure of disadvantage - the index of
multiple deprivation. This is a widely used national government dataset that classifies areas of Greater
Manchester in terms of relative disadvantage, by combining multiple components including income,
employment, education, health, crime, barriers to housing and services and living environment. You
can read more about the index of multiple deprivation here.

We will use the Index of Multiple Deprivation deciles to help prioritise project proposals from the
areas of highest disadvantage in Greater Manchester, which also lack access to quality green and blue
space, or projects which would take place on green or blue spaces which are directly accessible to
these communities. An Index of Multiple Deprivation Decile of 1 indicates that an area is in the 10%
most deprived areas of Greater Manchester, a decile score of 10 indicates that an area is in the least
deprived areas of Greater Manchester. The lower the decile, between 1 to 10, the higher the priority
of your project area.

Check where your area is ranked:

e Using a postcode checker

How to use a postcode checker to get your areas Index of Multiple Deprivation rank

You can use a postcode checker to identify the Index of Multiple Deprivation decile for your project
postcode.

s GOV-UK "B
P

Overall IMD) v

Lower layer superoutputareas (LS0As) v | ¢

Step 1. Go to this website: https://deprivation.communities.gov.uk/maps This should take you to the
webpage shown in the image above.
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Step 2. Enter your project postcode in the white box under ‘Input your postcode’. Then click on the
white search icon in the blue button.

English indices of deprivation 2025

Menu v

This is a new service. Help us improve it and give your feedback

Beta .
by email.

Select a type of deprivation

Overall (IMD) v

Select a geography level
Lower layer super output areas (LSOAs) v

~ Find areas

Input your postcode (e.g. NG8 5GT)

.,

ikt

Step 3. Once you have clicked the search button, the website will zoom into the area on the map and
place a pink circle along the bar at the bottom. This pink circle indicates how the postcode ranks in the
IMD.

Overall(MD) NNIN@IENENT

& More deprived Less deprived =2 Step

4. Count how many bars across the pink circle is. This will be a number from 1 to 10. In the example
above, the post code would rank 3 as it is 3 bars from the left.

In this example, the score for the area is 3. This means that this is an area which is within the 30%
most deprived areas of Greater Manchester. A score of 2 indicates that it is in the 20% most deprived
areas of Greater Manchester and so on. Remember that we will prioritise application for
improvements to greenspace within or which border areas of high deprivation, so check some of the
postcode of areas bordering the green space or public space where your project is based.
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Availability of and public access to greenspace

The aim of the fund is to benefit communities facing inequalities that lack public access to green space.
You can provide photos, descriptions, and local knowledge in the application form to evidence the
need to improve or create greenspace in your project area.

You can also look at maps of green space in your area to help inform and evidence your project
proposal.

Using the Natural England Green Infrastructure Map

Natural England provide an online map portal which can help you look at maps of green space and
greenness across Greater Manchester.

Step 1. Go to the Natural England maps by using this link:
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/Greenlnfrastructure/Map.aspx

The landing page shows a map of the whole of England and the UK. Use the search bar at the top right
of the screen to search for your project area by entering your project postcode.

wnse Green Infrastructure
ENGLAND

' - | — -
< B

PIPYRE  Composite Maps
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Step 2. Once you have found your project location. You can then turn on and off the different maps

of green space on the left-hand side of the screen.
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Step 3. We would recommend looking at maps such as the Greenness Grid, which is the fourth one

down on the list of All Layers.
Turn on this map using the switch button next to the label. An example of the Greenness Grid is shown

below.

The Greenness Grid divides the whole of Greater Manchester into a grid and assesses what proportion
of each of these grid squares is made up of greenery or plants compared to built surfaces such as
pavements, buildings or roads. Grid squares coloured in red and orange have less greenery, whilst grid

squares coloured in blue have more greenery.

Composite Maps

.
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Please note that the Greenness Grid does not distinguish between public or private green spaces, nor
does it capture the quality of these green spaces. But it can help you think about what spaces are
really lacking greenery in your area.

Step 4. You can also look at lots of other maps on the same Natural England website site by switching
off the greenness grid and switching on other maps.

We would recommend looking at the Access to Natural Greenspace (ANGST) Doorstep Standard. It
can help identifying areas lacking accessible green space close by. An ‘accessible green space’ refers
to a publicly accessible green space such as a public park or public garden. This Doorstep Standard
map shows areas which have at least 0.5 hectares (roughly the size of a football field) of accessible
natural greenspace within 200 metres (less than 5 mins walk), and those that do not.

An example of the ANGST Doorstep Standard map is shown below. Those areas shaded in blue are
within 200m of a 0.5ha greenspace, those outside of the blue shaded areas do not.

wnen Green Infrastructure
ENGLAND

PUIPER  Composite Maps

All Layers 3 4 ; .\:"ilt‘\
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Appendix 3. Maps green space and inequalities

Map 1. Index of Multiple
Deprivation for Greater
Manchester (dark green areas
indicate areas of higher
disadvantage, more likely to be
experiencing multiple
inequalities, lighter areas are
likely to experience fewer

disadvantages).
0 5 10 km

Most disadvantaged areas of Greater Manchester

Least disadvantaged areas of Greater Manchester
Based on the index of multiple deprivation

| — © Crown copyright & database rights 2022 05 100037229, ® OpenStreethap conributors
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Green Cover of Greater Manchester

Greenness %
0-20
Map 2. Green cover map
of Greater Manchester.
Reproduced with
permission from
Vlastaras, V. and
Impersimi, E., (2022) A
Green Baseline for
Greater Manchester.
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Map 3. Greenness Grid for
Greater Manchester produced
by Natural England (areas
coloured in red or yellow have
lower amount of greenery
compared to areas coloured blue
or green)

10 km
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Map 4. Accessible Natural Greenspaces,
Natural England Doorstep Standards.
Map shows the areas that are within
200m of an accessible 0.5 hectare green
space. Green areas indicate those areas
which meet the doorstep standards,
those shaded in grey do not. Map
reproduced courtesy of Natural England
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Appendix 4. Monitoring wildlife rich land.
Table 1: Criteria for inclusion of an urban site as wildlife rich

The funder of the Green Spaces Fund, GMCA, have a Local Nature Recovery Strategy and are working to create “wildlife rich land”. If your project will be
using any of the approaches listed in the below table please submit as part of your application. This document will be available to download from the
application portal.

Criteria — creation of land which includes Feature Tick

the following: those
that
apply

Nectar and pollen-rich flowers or wildflower meadow species,
particularly UK native (preferably locally native) species, drought-
tolerant species and a range of early to late flowering species (see
Appendix 1 for species list)

Food - at least two of these features: Trees and shrubs that flower and fruit/bear berries, particularly
native species.

Wild patch of naturally growing wildflowers — such as nettles,
dandelions, daisies, brambles

Bird feeders - a range of suitably-placed, accessible feeders
Native hedge

Bee homes including solitary bee home

Insect home

Dead wood, log pile or tree stumps

Rock or stone pile

Nesting box for birds and bats

Hedgehog house

Amphibian or reptile hibernaculum

Patches of lawn/grass left to grow long

Mature tree

Shelter/ breeding sites - at least three of these features:



https://www.greatermanchester-ca.gov.uk/what-we-do/environment/natural-environment/our-plan-for-nature-recovery/
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Criteria — creation of land which includes Feature Tick

the following: those
that
apply

Compost heap or bin or wormery

Leaf pile in quiet corner

Climbing plants

Wildlife pond (no fish)

Bucket or container pond

Water available at different heights, including at ground level

Water - at least two sources of water: Bird bath

Bog or permanently wet area

Drought resistant plants

Mixed native hedge along boundaries

Rows of trees or shrubs

Connectivity - at least one of these features: -
Long strips of long grass

Gaps in fences for hedgehogs and other wildlife

Use of peat-free compost

Avoiding pesticides, herbicides, fungicides or slug pellets

Management - at least two of these practices: Water butt

Seed heads and stems left uncut overwinter
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The below list is to help and give ideas for planting.

Appendix 1: List of nectar and pollen-rich flowers/Wildflower meadow species

Native trees and Wildflower mix - Nectar and pollen- Early Spring Summer flowering Late flowering
shrubs general rich flowers flowering
Blackthorn Autumn hawkbit Agastache Alyssum Heather Buddleia
Bramble Betony Betony Aubretia Hebe Ceanothus
Field maple Bird’s-foot-trefoil Borage Dandelion Honeysuckle Common sunflower
Flowering currant Black medick Broad bean English bluebells Lavender Cone flower
Goat willow Bladder campion Buddleia Forget-me-not Red valerian French marigold
Hawthorn Bluebell Bugle Garlic mustard Yarrow Goldenrod
Hazel Bulbous buttercup Catmint Grape hyacinth Common Mallow Honeysuckle
Holly Chamomile Chives Honesty Purple toadflax Hyssop
Honeysuckle Cock's-foot Comfrey Primrose Verbena Ice plant
Wild rose Common agrimony Cranesbill Sweet rocket Wallflower Ivy
Common mallow Curry plant Sweet violet Lavender
Cow parsley Figwort Wallflower Meadow saffron
Devil's-bit scabious Foxglove White deadnettle Michaelmas daisies
Dropwort Heather Winter aconite Red valerian
Dyer’s greenweed Honeysuckle Wood anemone Sedum
Feverfew Knapweed Sweet scabious
Field Scabious Larkspur
Foxglove Lavender
Goatsbeard Marjoram
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Native trees and Wildflower mix - Nectar and pollen- Early Spring Summer flowering Late flowering
shrubs general rich flowers flowering

Grape hyacinth Mints

Greater knapweed Nasturtium

Harebell Poached Egg plant

Hoary plantain Rosemary

Kidney vetch Sage

Lesser knapweed Snapdragon

Meadow buttercup Thistles

Meadow cranesbill Toadflax

Meadowsweet Verbascum

Musk mallow Viper’s bugloss

Nettle leaved bell Woundworts

flower

Ox-eye daisy

Perforate St John's
Wort

Pignut

Primrose

Purple loosestrife

Red campion

Red clover

Ribwort plantain

Salad burnet

Scentless mayweed
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Native trees and Wildflower mix - Nectar and pollen- Early Spring Summer flowering Late flowering
shrubs general rich flowers flowering
Selfheal

Sheep's-fescue

Small scabious

Sweet cicely

Teasel

Toadflax

Tufted vetch

Viper's bugloss

White campion

Wild carrot

Wild daffodil

Wild thyme

Yarrow

Yellow rattle

Yorkshire-fog
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